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Office of the General Counsel

Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20473 MUR # (0‘244

Attn: Retha Dixon, Docket Manager

Dear Ms. Dixon:

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding the FEC Complaint I submitted
on November 2, 2009. Attached you will find the revised complaint. As amended, the
compiaint contains the sworn notarized statement.

Please let me know whether anything further is required relating to this matter. I
look forward to hearing form your office.

Sincerely,
Dagddh B Vo

Elizabeth S. Weseel

4207 WEST BEACH PARK DRIVE e TAMPA/FLORIDA » 33609-3813
PHONE: (813)766-6128 » E-MAIL: EMSWESSELOGMAIL.COM



December 9, 2009
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Dear Ms. Duncan:

The purpose of this Jetter is to highlight the potemtial violations of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”), and the yelated reguistions of
the Federal Election Commission (the “Commission™). To summerize, a website
dedicated to sttacking US. Sensto candidete Marco Rubio, the Republicen primery
opponent of Chmslie Crist, wes launched on October 27, 2009. Rich Heffley, a lobbyist
end wop adviser to the Charlie Crist for U.S. Senate (the “Crist carupaign™), hes admitted
that bhe and an undisclosed collsborator created the website.

Mz. Heffloy is a political confident of Chalje Crist and he shares office space with
the Crist campaign, 5o it is extromely uniikely that Me. Hefficy crested this site without
the involvement, consent, and/or knowledge of the campeign. Regardicss, the crestion of
the anti-Rubio site constituled coorfination under the Commission's reguiations because
M. Hoffley is & “common vendos” for the website and the Crist campaigs. Furthermore,
Mz. Heffloy continmes t0 protect the identity of his collsborator, who may be associated
with the Crist capaign a3 well.

As s Florida voter, and on bebaif of all Floridians, 1 respectfhlly urge the Commission
10 sock additionsl infosmation from Rich Hefficy and the Crist campsign to determine the
extont of their coordination and identify the source of funds used to create the anti-Rubio
site. E&mﬂ&mmﬂwm'nbmﬁr
the website, then the coordinstion would have comstituted an illegal corporate
contribution to the Crist campaign and violsted foderal law.

It is critical %0 cur democracy to foster ttansparency in the political process, especially
whon it involves “underthetable” contributions from lobbyists %0 our political
candidates. Florids deserves better, and we deserve to know whether these sttacks were
bankrolled with corporate money in coordination with the Crist campaign.

Thelach
= On October 27, 2009, the website hitp:/Aruthaboutrublo.com was publicly

lanched to “exposie] the REAL Marco Rubio, not the myth that has bomn crested
with focus groups and millions of dolisrs worth of polls.” The wobaite was




yald consuliant of the Party of Ficekda, mad is reportediy paid $10,000
per month for his work on belnif of the steie paty.
M. sharcs office space with the Crist aad the

Whaa The Bazx ssked Charlle Crist whether his canpaige was isvolved with the
amti-Rublo site, My. Crist hedged his seaponse by shating “not fhat I'm awese of”
Mic. Crist wes alissady familier ensugh with Ge webslia, however, tv know thet &
conteisnd press clippiags “ell in the public domsin™

Oa October 30, 2009, Mc. Haffley adwilied fhat e snd sn wadieciosed
oullaborator created the anti-Rubio slie. While the Commission hes crested
vazions exsmplions far wnpaid bloggers whe cruste webslie contest en their owa
welltion, the exceptions do not apply 10 welniles crested in cocediantion with
foderel campeiges snd fended with corporate monsy.

I onder the mininsize the political end legal illout from his involvement in the
anii-Rubio site, Mr. Hoffley hes chrimod that tho Crist campaiga wes not involved




in cresting the websitc. He has not, however, revesled the identity of his
collsborator, and it is suspicious why he is protecting the collsborator'’s identity.
Bven if another member of the Crist campaign was not explicitly involved in the
creation of the anti-Rubio site, Mr. Heflley is a “common vendor™ under the
Commission’s regulstions.

«  Although Mr. Heflicy has dofonded his actions by claining he is not being paid
by the Crist campaign, his defiense is irrelevant if he croated the anti-Rubio site in
coordination with the Crist campaign and funded it with corporste money. His
definse is further evoded if he and the Crist campaign fiiled to implement proper
fircwalls in their shered office space.

y Conclnsion
i In closing, 1 hope that the Commission secks additionsl information from Rich
m Heffley and the Crist campaign to determine the extent of their coordination and identify

o the source of fimds used to creste the anti-Rubio site. It is extramely important for
i Florida voters %0 know whether these attacks were bankrolled with corporate money in
=1 coordination with the Crist campeiga, 50 I thenk you for your comsideration of this matier.

Sincerely,
Dhgakeoon 8. Uowsel

Tamps, Flocida 33609-3813

Attachment

Netaxined Swrern Statement
_ ECSUWARETH  WESIE L, horctry swear that the comtents of sy complsint
are true % the best of my knowledge.

Sebscribed and sworn to befare me on this |0 dayof_QecomBet, 2005
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Political operative linked to Crist, Fla. GOP admits helping
create anonymous anti-Rubio site

M AMCRELC MDDER

Pl Boach Pest Capiial Beuresn

TALLAMABSEE — An asorymous Wab alls simed et esbarressing Republicen Gov. Clarlls Crists
poliicel rhal sppesrs 10 have becidired after 0ae of Crist's top poliios] advisers adnillied that he
heiped dovelop the sl

This lnfast tnist in & suidenly siniing privary mace Is at lasst the sacond Sne Rich Haflley, & powarkd
Repbilican poliics! operalive, has asslsind & shadewy poliical group on bahall of Crist.

“This wen me going off hali-oecind and Il nover do & agein.” suid Hefllay, an influseiiel Tallhessse
(obbylt who hee bilsd Flovkia Repubicans nesrly 98 million for campaign wark it the past dacade.

5t S campaign for Rapablioan Marco Rubio — a former slale House epusier hoping o become e
h“h“ﬂ*b“-hﬂbuﬂm-h“

whather Haflley would huve inserted limeall bio the ULS. Senate race without conaest from Griet's
campaign or the Repebioun Parfy of Floride.

mnm—n—u'nﬁmmmm-u

Halfioy sald nalihar the campaign nor the parly wes imoived - MMMMM
ﬂltﬂl““l_qﬁﬂ.

lﬂﬂbbumﬂnnﬂ-‘ He has recshad shout $290,000 from the
ﬂmMﬁn Hu”Mdl-ﬁwh“bhb
dﬁ.m UK Senate cavpaign.

Iﬁﬂh‘dmﬁ“hﬁ,m ofier on anciymous
YouiTube viieo surfaced lnst Sebuisy coaling Ciist In i roie of Hiller during the collepes of e Nl
ragime. Rublo quichiy condemned She video, @ apact of $he 2004 smoule Dowalsll

But after S shte wan sronyweealy publishad Tusaday, & Rublo sypparter quishily found evkionce et
l“-.-lﬂu Compuiar code from & giciwe showed R came from @ computer named

Nowe of the compuler code was firat reporiad Wadnssday by & conssrvalive bing, RedBisie.com, St

fovors fabio, whose svpporters asy Sy have heen anargiand by ewge of mosantum i recert deye.

Fakic's upsiast cowpaign was gven Iifls chanoe of clallangivg Orist will campaign finance reporis this

mmmm milion from July Swough Septenber, ripiing iis collacions diring the
your.

Sinos Wadneeday, Rubio's supportars have fiooded Hallley's slie and helped 1t & earies of polis In
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The most recent poll quesiion on Friday asied wiather Rublo was the nast Ketharine Hanls, &
Rapublioen who wes dnbbed ina 2008 ULS. Semale race. The answer was aa ovarwhaliming o.”

Wills Halllay ragrals not baing more gt st the hastiy-created Wb olls, 50 notes St
Rubic's suppertars ware quick o point out s involvemant but heve not daputed the costert. The
articies Halllay assambiad involwe Rubio and sllsgations of corruplion, imider-dealing snd budget pork

“The foous-grouped, corsmd Marce Rubio spesth may not it the reallty of what hu's dane In the shont
e he wes (n ofice,” Halllay sald.

Meanwhis, Haflay - who halpad R Criat's sucoassfd 2008 campaign for & property e constiutionsl
amandmant — I a0 shanger 1o bare-ienide Moride pollion

2:2008, Mo cumpeny, Sirategio Direcion, conslind for Pecpls for & Betier Florida Fund, an
elaclionsasing group bairg suing for dafenaion during & Soulh Florida Dasooselic privary.

Aactier clisrt of Hatley's company that year, Fiariians for Corsarvathe Valuse, accused @he primary
opponaut of Repablican Wil Pyull, $he brather of farmer Sanale Presidest Ken Prillt, R-Port 88. Liucle,
of warding 1o tum Lassinsg, & toum of shout 16.000 iboniad 45 milas sariiwest of Orignido, nlo Les

Halllay, who senved on e Pivide Elactions Commisslon from 1800-2003 sfier an sppoiriment from
Sen-80x. Jub Banh, crested & company dwring Oiets 2008 guberatorial primary, lasuss Adwonacy,
St hee worked for anly ens poliion] clest is the stste: & somewhat secrelive campaign comwiiiee
fmowm as Corparvalthe Ve Coslllion.

“That canpaign commilies, which can ralee wilwiiad amousts of soney without hauing 10 sclwowiedge
whatiwr R coordinaies poliical siraiagy wilth slsle candidates, fesred Crist's primary opponast in ways
St Crist hiwmall was often wsling.

The growp pakied then-etete CFO Tom Galiagher, who had en assorimant of elwiller poliicel growps st
his diaposal, as anll-gun, pro-gembiing end ssshiwisst on aborfion - @ Siad of poliiond posliions tht

. comall bt gumenins dafest ih & Florkie Repubiican primary.

The so-callad coslilion was fimded by sn assoriment of gambiing end developmest ievesls and 8
$90,000 chuck from than-Oviado Cliy Courclien Jim Greer.

Grear ovartually becams Crlsf's hand-picing chatvamn of $19 Repablionn Pasty of Florida, wiich
shares olioe epace with Hafllay andd, snore recanlly, Criel's (LS. Sanale caripaign.

" Arequaet 4o iernisw Greer for Sis elory was daclined. Crist, who was at & campeign fund-valser on

Fridey in Aftes, was sl snsniinhle for conemst

W & was discovarad thet Crist or bis campaign was helind this Web elis, & winid need © ve 8
VAt L. 3, b o, it & POl b wh ol v b ot gy
F‘Iﬂ‘.*.l“‘“‘“ﬂ_ﬂ—'




